October 2, 2009

To: The Charter Commission
From: Debbie Hecht

Re: Changes in Article XV- Charter Amendment or Revision

Aloha Commissioners: Please consider the following charter amendment:

Rationale: During the 2% for Open Space Campaign, we encountered numerous difficulties with

Avrticle XI- Initiative and Referendum of the charter. The League of Women Voters was asked to re-write this
part of the charter, which we did. During this yearlong process, we consulted with attorneys, council members,
the county clerk and the Hawaii Elections office and made changes according to their recommendations. Article
X1 is written in clear, unambiguous language for the public, county officials and the petitioner's committee to
understand. The process is outlined in chronological order. Voters approved of the charter amendment in 2008.

As the lead writer with the League of Women Voters, | ask you to consider this simple amendment, which
instructs people desiring to amend the charter to use Article XI- Initiative and Referendum for process and
procedures.

Mabhalo-
Debbie Hecht
808-989-3222  hecht.deb@gmail.com

ARTICLE XV
CHARTER AMENDMENT OR REVISION

Section 15-1.  Initiation of Amendments or Revisions.
Amendments or revisions of this charter may be initiated only in the following manner:
@) By ordinance of the council adopted after three readings on separate days and passed by the
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the entire membership.
(b) DELETE etiti esente e Hsi

REPLACE WITH (b) By petition, which shall use the same process as outlined in Article XI- Initiative and

Referendum of this charter.
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